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Starting with this activity helps students draw the 
fractals with higher precision. 

































Reggie Wilson

Graduated in 1988 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts from      
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts 

Performed, conducted and taught many projects 
throughout Africa, Europe, Americas, and the Caribbean

Served as a visiting faculty at several universities, 
including Yale and Princeton

Started his own performing company in 1989





Reggie Wilson

His choreography is heavily influenced by the spiritual 
traditions of the Africa diaspora. 

In 2012, he was developing movement for a new 
performance piece (Moses(es))

As he was studying traditional African dances, he noticed 
that many features (rhythms, brief sequences of 
movement, striking variations in quality and force or 
tempo) did not fit into the schema of Western dance.

At the same time, he was reading Ron Eglash’s book on 
“African Fractals”









A fractal model for the palace of the chief in Logone-Birni

The first 3 iterations
Ron Eglash, “African Fractals” 















Fractal 
symmetry in 
ivory 
sculpture

Ron Eglash, “African Fractals” 
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In 2020, Jesse won an NSF 
career award (DMS-1944862)

In Spring 2021, he started 
bringing Reggie and company 
member Annie Wang to the UCI 
campus 

Worked with Tara and me to 
design and implement lessons 
on symmetry and dance to 
middle schoolers in Math CEO







Symmetries are features 
that are repeated or stay 
the same under a 
transformation

Transformations are 
movements

We can enact 
symmetries with our 
bodies


















