Donald X. Vaccarino

You are a monarch, like your parents before you, a ruler of a small pleasant kingdom of
rivers and evergreens. Unlike your parents, however, you have hopes and dreams! You
want a bigger and more pleasant kingdom, with more rivers and a wider variety of
trees. You want a Dominion! In all directions lie fiefs, freeholds, and feodums. All are
small bits of land, controlled by petty lords and verging on anarchy. You will bring
civilization to these people, uniting them under your banner.

But wait! It must be something in the air; several other monarchs have had the exact
same idea. You must race to get as much of the unclaimed land as possible, fending
them off along the way. To do this you will hire minions, construct buildings, spruce
up your castle, and fill your treasury. Your parents wouldn't be proud, but your
grandparents, on your mother’s side, would be delighted.



This is a game of building a deck of cards. The deck is your Dominion. It contains your resources,
victory points, and the things you can do. It starts out a small sad collection of Estates and Coppers,

but you hope by the end of the game it will be brimming with Gold, Provinces, and the inhabitants
and structures of your castle and kingdom.

The player with the most victory points in his Deck at game end wins.

Before the first game, remove the five sets of cards from their wrappings and place them in the card
tray. One side of the included inlay suggests a way to organize the cards. The opposite side allows
players to create an organization that fits their needs.

500 cards
130 Treasure cards
— name
value
(3 coins)
card type
+~ (treasure, yellow)
) ~—___ cost (6 coins)
60 Copper 40 Silver 30 Gold
48 Victory cards
_—— hame
value
(6 victory points)
card type
4+ (victory, green)
V;_ s
24 Estates 12 Duchies 12 Provinces cost (8 coins)
30 Curse cards 32 Randomizer cards 1 Trash card
— name
value
(-1 victory points)
card type
+~— (curse, purple)
S~ cost (0 coins)

7 blank cards



252 Kingdom cards name
24 Action cards (10 of each) #

/ ability
card type
+~_ (action, white)
S~ cost (3 coins)

Most kinedom cards are action
cards, but there are other kinds,

action-attack

—— name
card ability
/ card type
(action-attack,
/_ white)

S~ cost (4 coins)

action-reaction
——nhame
card abilities
% card ty
(actlon-reactlon
7~ blue)

S~ cost (2 coins)

1 Victory card (12)

_—— hame

card ability
/ card type
/ (victory, green)

S~ cost (4 coins)



Place the Treasure cards, Victory cards, Curse cards, and the Trash card in every game (players
may place them as shown or in any other arrangement that is convenient for them.

TREASURE CARDS

Copper, Silver, and Gold cards are the

basic Treasure cards, and they are available

in every game. After each player takes 7 N
Copper cards, place the remaining Copper

cards and all of the Silver cards and Gold

cards in face-up piles in the Supply.

the Supply

VICTORY CARDS

Estate, Duchy, and Province cards are the
basic Victory cards, and they are available
in every game. After each player takes 3 Treasure cards
Estate cards, place 12 each of the Estate, N
Duchy, and Province cards in face-up piles

in the Supply in a 3 or 4 player game.

In a 2 player game, place only 8 of each

of these Victory cards in the Supply. Place

unused Victory cards back in the box.

CURSE CARDS & TRASH CARD
Place 10 Curse cards in the Supply for a 2 Victory cards
player game, 20 Curse cards for 3 players,
and 30 Curse cards for 4 players. Return Note: Curse cards

unused Curse cards to the box. Curse are present in

cards are used most often with specific every game,

Action cards (e.g. Wich), If a player buys ?;\é\@vz?ezlhi? E‘hr:

a Curse card (0 cost), it goes in his own basic game other

discard pile, like any other gained card. than with the

This, of course, will not often occur. ) Vi1ch card.

The Trash card marks the place where Curse cards Trash pile
players place cards trashed in the game.

each player starts with 10 cards:

Each player !E A | Each player v_________ 2
A

starts the chuffles these Now, each
game with = ds and ol player draws
the same cards and places 5 cards from
cards: them (his DeCk? his Deck. These
7 coppers (cedioni i [ cards are the
play area (the laver’s
& . play
area near him hand.

3 estates. w | on the table).
qc




Place 10 sets of the 25 different Kingdom cards next to the Treasure, Victory, Curse, and Trash
cards to start each game. Thus, each game can have a different set of 10 cards.

Kingdom cards

L

L
L
_

_
_

KINGDOM CARDS

In addition to the Trash, Treasure, Victory,
and Curse cards that are used in every
game, the players also select 10 Kingdom
cards and place 10 of each in face-up piles
on the table.

Exception: Kingdom Victory card piles
(e.g. Gardens) have the same number as
the Victory card piles (12 for a 3 or 4
player game and 8 for a 2 player game).

For the first game, we recommend using
the following 10 Kingdom cards: Cellar,
Market, Militia, Mine, Moat, Remodel,
Smithy, Village, Woodcutter, and
Workshop. At the end of the rules, we list
more suggestions for sets of 10 Kingdom
cards. Return Kingdom cards not chosen
for the game to the box.

In later games, players can choose the 10
Kingdom cards using any method they
agree on.

For example, the players can shuffle the
Randomizer cards for all Kingdom cards and
draw 10 to select the cards for the game. Or,
players can take turns selecting cards.

Players may also use the Randomizer cards
as Placeholders to mark the card piles so
empty piles are easily seen.

example of a player’s play area during the game:

N

Deck

(always face-down)

r_ﬂ

cards played this turn Discard pile
(always face-up)



STARTING PLAYER

Randomly determine the starting player. When playing multiple
games, the starting player is the player to the left of the winner of
the last game. If there was a tie in the previous game, randomly
choose the starting player from the players that didn’t win. Players
take turns in clockwise order.

TURN OVERVIEW

Each turn has three phases (A, B, and C) in the order shown:

A) Action phase - the player may play an Action.

B) Buy phase - the player may buy a card.

C) Clean-up phase - the player must discard both played and
unplayed cards and draws five new cards.

After a player completes all three phases, his turn ends.

ACTION PHASE

In the Action phase, the player may play one Action card. Action
cards are the Kingdom cards that say “Action” at the bottom of the
card. Since players do not start the game with any Action cards in
their initial Decks of 10 cards, a player will not have any Actions to
play during his first 2 turns. Normally, a player may play only one
Action card, but this number may be modified by the Action cards
that the player plays.

To play an Action, the player takes an Action card from his hand
and lays it face-up in his play area. He announces which card he is
playing and follows the instructions written on that card from top
to bottom. The player may still play an Action card even if he is not
able to do everything the Action card tells him to do; but the
player must do as much as he can. Furthermore, the player must
fully resolve an Action card before playing another one (if he is
able to play another Action card). Detailed information about
card abilities can be found in the card descriptions at the end of
these rules. Any Action cards played remain in the player’s play
area until the Clean-up phase of the turn unless otherwise
indicated on the card.

The Action phase ends when the player cannot or chooses not to
play any more Action cards. Generally, a player can only play
Action cards during the Action phase of his turn. However,
Reaction cards are an exception to this rule as they can be used
at other times.

Common terms used on the Action cards:

"+X Card(s)" - the player immediately draws X number of cards from his
Deck. If there are not enough cards in his Deck, he draws as many as he
can, shuffles the Discard pile to form a new Deck, and then draws the
rest. If he still does not have enough cards left after forming a new Deck,

he just draws as many as he can.

Players choose starting player
randomly or based on previous
game. Players take turns in
clockwise order.

Each turn, the player does the
A, B, and C phases in order:

A) Action phase

B) Buy phase

C) Clean-up phase

The player may play one action
card if he has one. This is
optional, even if the player has
an action card, he need not play
it. Action cards will allow
players to do extra things
during their turns.

As some action cards offer a
player additional actions, a
player may be able and choose
to play several action cards in a
turn. Players can play their
action cards left to right in their
play areas. In this way, they can
easily keep track of what and
how many extra things they
may do. The player will discard
these cards in the clean-up
phase (see below), and should

not be discarded prior to this.
Note: as the players begin the
game with no action cards, they
will be unable to play action
cards for at least the first two
turns.

+ X Card(s): must draw X more
Cards immediately



"+X Action(s)" - the player may play X number of additional Actions this
turn. +X Action(s) adds to the number of Actions that can be played in the
Action phase. It does not mean play another Action immediately. The
instructions on the current Action card must be completed before playing
any additional Actions. The player must complete all of his Actions before
he moves on to the Buy phase of his turn. If a card gives the player more
than one additional Action, he may keep track of the number of Actions he
has remaining out loud.

"+ X " - the player has X number of additional coins to spend in the Buy
phase. The player does not take additional Treasure cards for these coins.

"+1 Buy" - the player may buy an additional card from the Supply during
the Buy phase of his turn. +1 Buy adds to a player’s potential Buys, it
does not allow the player to buy a card during the Action phase.

"Discard” - unless otherwise specified, discarded cards are from the player’s
hand. When a player discards a card, he places the discarded card face-up
onto his Discard pile. When discarding several cards at once, the player
need not show all cards he is discarding to his opponents, but player may
need to show how many cards he is discarding (for example, when
playing the Cellar). The top card of a player’s Discard pile is always visible.

"Trash” — when a player trashes a card, he places it in the Trash pile, not his
Discard pile. Trashed cards are not returned to the Supply and are not
available for purchase.

"Gain” - when a player gains a card, he takes the gained card (usually from
the Supply) and puts it onto his Discard pile (unless the card says to put
it elsewhere). The player does not get to use the card when he gains it.

“Reveal” - when a player reveals a card, he shows a card to all players and
then returns it to wherever it came from (unless instructed specifically to
put it elsewhere). If the player is required to reveal cards from the top of
his Deck, and he does not have enough cards, he shuffles in order to
reveal the required number of cards.

“Set Aside” — when a player sets aside a card, he places it face-up on the
table (unless otherwise indicated) without following any instructions on
the card. An Action that requires a player to set aside cards will instruct
him on what to do with these cards.

BUY PHASE

In the Buy phase, the player can gain one card from the Supply by
paying its cost. Any card that is in the Supply may be purchased
(Treasure, Victory, Kingdom, and even Curse cards). The player
may not purchase cards from the Trash pile. Normally, a player
may buy only one card, but he may buy more if he played certain
cards earlier in his Action phase.

The cost of a card is in its lower left corner. The player may play
some or all of the Treasure cards from his hand to his play area
and add to their value the coins provided by Action cards played
this turn. The player may then gain any card in the Supply of equal
or lesser value. He takes the purchased card from its Supply pile
and places it face-up on his Discard pile. He my not use the ability
of the card when it is gained.

+ X Action(s): can play X more
Actions in Action phase

If a card gives the player more
than one additional Action, it is
helpful to keep track of the
number of Actions he has
remaining out loud.

+ X :can spend X more coins
this turn

+1 Buy: can buy 1 more card in
Buy phase

Discard: put cards face-up in
your Discard pile

Trash: put card(s) in the Trash
pile

Gain: take a card and put it in
your Discard pile

Reveal: show card(s) and return
them to where they came from

Set Aside: put cards aside until
the instructions indicate where

they go

The player can gain one card
from the Supply by buying it -
paying the cost shown on the
card. The player pays in coins
from Treasure cards (the
number on the coin) and from
previously paid Action cards.

The player may use any
combination of Treasure cards
from his hand and coins shown
on Action cards played this
turn.



If the player has multiple Buys, he combines Treasure cards and
any coins available from Action cards to pay for all of the
purchases. For example, if Tyler has +1 Buy and 6 coins provided
by two Gold cards, he can buy a Cellar costing 2, placing it face-up
in his Discard pile. Then, he can buy a Smithy with the remaining
4 coins and place that face-up in his Discard pile. If he wants to
use all 6 coins to buy one card, he can buy a Copper (for free) with
his second Buy or not buy a second card. Players do not have to
use any or all of their Buys.

The Treasure cards remain in the play area until the Clean-up
phase. Treasure cards will be used multiple times during the game.
Although they are discarded during the Clean-up phase, the player
will draw them again as his Discard pile is shuffled into a new
Deck. Thus, Treasure cards are a source of income, not a resource
that is used up when played. When played, Coppers are worth
1 coin, Silvers are worth 2 coins, and Golds are worth 3 coins.

CLEAN-UP PHASE

All cards gained this turn should already be in the player’s Discard
pile. The player places any cards that are in his play area (Action
cards that have been played in the Action phase as well as Treasure
cards that have been played in the Buy phase) and any cards
remaining in his hand onto his Discard pile. Although the player
need not show the cards remaining in his hand to his opponents,
since he places the cards in the Discard pile face-up, his opponents
will always be able to see the top-most card of his Discard pile.

Then, the player draws a new hand of 5 cards from his Deck. If
there are not enough cards in his Deck, he draws as many as he
can, shuffles his Discard pile to form a new face-down Deck, and
then draws the rest of his new hand.

Once the player has drawn a new hand of 5 cards, the next player
starts his turn. To speed play, players may begin their turns while
previous players are completing their Clean-up phases. When
someone plays an Attack card, the players must complete their
Clean-up phases in order to properly resolve the Attack.

The game ends at the end of any player’s turn when either:
1) the Supply pile of Province cards is empty or
2) any 3 Supply piles are empty.

Each player puts all of his cards into his Deck and counts the
victory points  on all the cards he has.

The player with the most victory points wins. If the highest
scores are tied at the end of the game, the tied player who has
had the fewest turns wins the game. If the tied players have had
the same number of turns, they rejoice in their shared victory.
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Any Treasure cards played can
be placed in his player area
from left to right, adding them
to any cards previously played
this turn.

All these cards will be discarded
at the end of the turn, and
should not be discarded prior

to the Clean-up phase (see
below).

The player places all cards in his
play area onto his Discard pile.
This will include all Action cards
and Treasure cards he played
during this turn. He also places
all cards left in his hand onto
his Discard pile.

Draw 5 cards from his Deck.

The player’s turn is over. Play
passes clockwise.

Game end

1) Province card pile is empty

or
2) any 3 Supply piles are empty

Players count their victory
points.

Most victory points wins,
Ties go to the player with the
fewest turns



The first few turns - how your first game might go

Shuffle your starting 10 cards (7 Coppers & 3 Estates) and place them face-down as your Deck, Draw the top
5 cards as your starting hand, In this example, you have 1 Estate & 4 Coppers, The rest remain as your Deck,
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Ist turn
As you have no action cards to start the game, you skip the action phase and go directly to the buy phase,
where you will buy most of your cards, You play 4 Copper cards from your hand to buy a
Remodel card (cost = 4 Coins) from the supply, placing it in your Discard pile, from the supply
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After completing your Buy, you go to the Clean-up phase. Here you place the cards
you played on the discard pile and the cards left in your hand there as well,
v
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? Finally, you draw 5 cards from your Deck for your next turn, This time, you get 2 Estates and 3 Coppers,
- Your 1st turn is over and the opponent on your left begins his turn,
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2nd turn

After your opponents complete their turns, it is your 2nd turn. Again, you have no action cards,
so you go directly to the Buy phase, This time, you play your 3 Copper cards

y

to Buy a Silver card, placing it on your Discard pile, from_the supply
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In your Clean-up phase, you place the 3 Coppers you played on your Discard pile
and the 2 Estate cards left in your hand there as well,
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= Finally, you draw 5 cards from your Deck for your next turn, As your Deck is empty, so you shuffle
é your Discard pile, place it face-down, and draw 5 cards from it, This time, you get 1 Estate, 1 Silver,
] 2 Coppers, and 1 Remodel, Your 2nd turn is over and the opponent on your left begins his turn,
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Deck hand cards card-playing area Discard pile
3rd turn
After your opponents complete their turns, you begin your 3rd turn with the Action phase and play the Remodel
card, You decide to trash the Estate from your hand and Gain a Smithy from the
supply (cost = 4 Coins = cost of Estate + 2 Coins), placing it on your Discard pile, from the supply
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Deck hand cards card played Discard pile

3rd turn: continued on the next page




3rd turn (continued)

Buy phase

Clean-up phase

You have 4 Coins in your hand for the Buy phase, You play the 4 Coins (2 Copper cards and 1 Silver card) and decide
to Buy a Militia card from the Supply, placing it in your Discard pile,

from the supply
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Deck hand cards cards played Discard pile
After completing your Buy, you go to the Clean-up phase,
Here you place the cards you played on the discard pile,
T —
S P | |
i e |
i empty E ‘
N N e J > — E—
Deck hand cards cards played Discard pile

Finally, you draw 5 cards from your Deck for your next turn, This time, you get 2 Estates and 3 Coppers,
Your 3rd turn is over and the opponent on your left begins his turn,

empty

Deck hand cards card-playing area Discard pile

SAMPLE ACTION CARD

\ Name of card

/ Draw another card immediately

Lets you play another Action during your Action phase

; Lets you buy an additional card in the Buy Phase

~———— Gives you an additional coin to spend in the Buy phase.
— Cost to buy the card.

~—— Card type (both name and color of banner)




Each player has his own Dominion, which he builds from cards in
the supply. During the game, a player’s cards are usually in three
parts: his Deck (which he draws cards from), his hand, and his
Discard pile. The player draws cards from his own Deck and
discards cards to his own Discard pile. When his Deck is exhausted
and the player needs to draw or reveal cards from his Deck, he
shuffles his Discard pile to reform his Deck. He does not shuffle
his Discard pile until he needs to reveal or draw a card from his
Deck and cannot. At any point in the game, if a player has to draw
or reveal more cards than are remaining in his Deck, he must draw
or reveal as many as he can and then shuffle his face-up Discard
pile to form a new face-down Deck. Then, he draws or reveals the
remaining number of cards from his newly shuffled Deck.

A player places cards he Buys or otherwise acquires during the
game on his Discard pile unless he is specifically directed to place
them elsewhere.

At the end of a player’s turn, he places all the cards he played and
those still in his hand on his Discard pile.

A player is allowed to count how many cards are left in his Deck,
butnotin his Discard pile. A player may not look through his Deck
or his Discard pile. A player may look through the Trash pile, and
players may count the number of cards left in any pile in the

Supply.

If an ability of a card affects multiple players, and the order
matters, resolve that ability for each affected player in turn order,
starting with the player whose turn it is.

During each turn, a player is allowed 1 Action and 1 Buy, but may
be entitled to more based on Action cards played. The instructions
written on all the action cards alter the rules of the game by, for
example, allowing the player to draw more cards from his Deck,
play more Action cards in the Action phase, use more coins for the
Buy phase, Buy extra cards in the Buy phase, and so on.

When an Action card allows a player to gain a card costing up to
a certain value, he may not add coins from his hand or other
action cards to gain a higher-valued card.

Each player has his own
Dominion, built from the cards

in the supply.

Shuffle only when new cards
needed.

A player does not shuffle his
discard pile until all cards in his
Deck have been drawn or
revealed.

Gained cards go on the player’s

discard pile.

All hand and played cards are
discarded at the end of a turn.

Players may count cards in
Decks and Supply piles and may
look at cards in Trash.

Use turn order to resolve card
affects.

Player allowed at least 1 Action
and 1 Buy.

All Action cards alter the rules
in some way.

Players may not add coins to
increase the affect of an Action
beyond the instructions.



Adventurer - If you have to shuffle in the middle, shuffle. Don't
shuffle in the revealed cards as these cards do not go to the
Discard pile until you have finished revealing cards. If you run
out of cards after shuffling and still only have one Treasure, you
get just that one Treasure.

Bureaucrat - If you have no cards left in your Deck when you
play this card, the Silver you gain will become the only card in
your Deck. Similarly, if another player has no cards in his Deck,
the Victory card he puts on top will become the only card in his
Deck.

Cellar - You can't discard Cellar to itself, since it isn't in your
hand any longer when you resolve it. You choose what cards to
discard and discard them all at once. You only draw cards after
you have discarded. If you have to shuffle to do the drawing, the
discarded cards will end up shuffled into your new Deck.

Chancellor - You must resolve the Chancellor (decide whether or
not to discard your Deck by flipping it into your Discard pile)
before doing other things on your turn, like deciding what to
buy or playing another Action card. You may not look through
your Deck as you discard it.

Chapel - You can't trash the Chapel itself since it isn't in your
hand when you resolve it. You could trash a different Chapel card
if that card were in your hand.

Council Room - The other players must draw a card whether
they want to or not. All players should shuffle as necessary.

Feast - The gained card goes into your Discard pile. It has to be a
card from the Supply. You cannot use coins from Treasures or
previous Actions (like the Market) to increase the cost of the
card that you gain. If you use Throne Room on Feast, you will
gain two cards, even though you can only trash Feast once.
Gaining the card isn't contingent on trashing Feast; they're just
two things that the card tries to make you do.

Festival - If you are playing multiple Festivals, keep a careful
count of your Actions. Say how many you have left out loud; this
trick works every time (i.e. "I'm playing the Festival and now
have two Actions remaining. | play a Market and have two
Actions remaining. | play another Festival and now have three
Actions remaining....").



Gardens - This Kingdom card is a Victory card, not an Action
card. It does nothing until the end of the game, when it is worth
1 victory point per 10 cards in your Deck (counting all of your
cards - your Discard pile and hand are combined with your Deck
before scoring). Round down; if you have 39 cards, Gardens is
worth 3 victory points. During set-up, place 12 Gardens in the
Supply for a 3 or 4 player game and 8 in the Supply for a 2
player game.

Laboratory - Draw two cards. You may play another Action card
during your Action phase.

Library - If you have to shuffle in the middle, the set-aside cards
are not shuffled into the new Deck. They will be discarded when
you have finished drawing cards. If you run out of cards even
after shuffling, you just get however many there were. You are
not obligated to set aside Actions - you just have the option to
do so. If you have 7 or more cards in hand after you play the
Library, you don’t draw any cards.

Market - Draw a card. You may play another Action card during
your Action phase. During your Buy phase, you may buy an
additional card from the supply, and add one coin to the total
value of the Treasure cards played.

Militia - The attacked players discard cards until they have only
3 cards in hand. Players who had 3 or fewer cards in hand when
Militia was played do not discard any cards.

Mine - Generally, you can trash a Copper card and gain a Silver,
or trash a Silver card and gain a Gold. However, you could also
trash a Treasure to gain the same Treasure or a cheaper one. The
gained card goes in your hand; thus, you can spend it the same
turn. If you don't have a Treasure card in your hand to trash, you
can’t gain anything.

Moat - An Attack card is one that says "Attack” on the bottom
line (usually, "Action - Attack™). When someone else plays an
Attack card, you may reveal the Moat by showing it from your
hand to the other players and then returning it to your hand
(before the Attack card resolves). You are then unaffected by that
Attack card. You won't gain a Curse because of a Witch or reveal
a card to a Spy, and so on. It's just like you aren't in the game for
purposes of resolving that Attack. Moat doesn’t stop anything
an Attack does to other players or to the player of the Attack; for
example, if everyone else Moats a Witch, the person who played
it still gets to draw 2 cards. Moat can also be played on your
turn as an Action to draw 2 cards.



Moneylender - If you do not have a Copper in your hand to
trash, you don't get the +3 coins to spend in the Buy phase.

Remodel - You cannot trash the Remodel as it isn't in your hand
when you resolve it (you can trash a different Remodel card
from your hand). If you do not have a card to trash, you cannot
gain a card from the Remodel. The gained card goes in your
Discard pile. You can only gain cards from the Supply. The gained
card need not cost exactly 2 coins more than the trashed card; it
can cost that much or any amount less. You cannot use coins
from Treasures or previous Actions (like the Market) to increase
the cost of the card you gain. You can trash a card to gain a copy
of the same card.

Smithy - Draw three cards.

Spy - Spy causes all players, including the one who played it, to
reveal the top card of their Deck. Note that you draw your card
for playing Spy before any cards are revealed. Anyone who does
not have any cards left in their Deck shuffles in order to have
something to reveal. Anyone who still has no cards to reveal
doesn't reveal one. If players care about the order in which
things happen for this, you do yourself first, then each other
player in turn order. Revealed cards that aren't discarded are
returned to the top of their players’ Decks.

Thief - A player with just one card left reveals that last card and
then shuffles to get the other card to reveal (without including
the revealed card); a player with no cards left shuffles to get both
of them. A player who still doesn't have two cards to reveal after
shuffling just reveals what he can. Each player trashes one
Treasure card at most, of the attacker's choice from the two
revealed cards, and then you gain any of the trashed cards that
you want. You can only take Treasures just trashed—not ones
trashed on previous turns. You can take none of them, all of
them, or anything in between. Put the Treasures you decided to
gain into your Discard pile. The ones you choose not to gain stay
in the Trash pile.

Throne Room - You pick another Action card in your hand, play
it, and play it again. The second use of the Action card doesn't
use up any extra Actions you have. You completely resolve
playing the Action the first time before playing it the second
time. If you Throne Room a Throne Room, you play an Action,
doing it twice, and then play another Action and do it twice; you
do not resolve an Action four times. If you Throne Room a card
that gives you +1 Action, such as Market, you will end up with 2

7



Actions left afterwards, which is tricky, because if you'd just
played Market twice you'd only have 1 Action left afterwards.
Remember to count the number of Actions you have remaining
out loud to keep from getting confused! You cannot play any
other Actions in between playing the Throne Roomed Action
twice.

Village - If you're playing multiple Villages, keep a careful count
of your Actions. Say how many you have left out loud; this trick
works every time.

Witch - If there aren’t enough Curses left to go around when
you play the Witch, you deal them out in turn order - starting
with the player after you. If you play Witch with no Curses
remaining, you will still draw 2 cards. A player gaining a Curse
puts it face-up into his Discard pile.

Woodcutter - During your Buy phase, you add two coins to the
total value of the Treasure cards played, and you may buy an
additional card from the Supply.

Workshop - The card you gain is put into your Discard pile. It
has to be a card from the Supply. You cannot use coins from
Treasures or previous Actions (like the Market) to increase the
cost of the card you may gain.

You can play Dominion with any set of 10 Kingdom cards, but
these sets are intended to highlight some interesting card
interactions and game strategies.

. - ) llustration: Matthias Catrein
First Game: Cellar, Market, Militia, Mine, Moat, Remodel,

Smithy, Village, Woodcutter, Workshop. Developers: \Sﬂfﬁ\e( Putman &

ale Yu
Big Money: Adventurer, Bureaucrat, Chancellor, Chapel, Feast, Our thanks to our playtesters:
Laboratory, Market, Mine, Moneylender, Throne Room Kelly Bailey, Dan Brees, Josephine

Burns, Max Crowe, Ray Dennis,
David Fair, Lucas Hedgren,

Interaction: Bureaucrat, Chancellor, Council Room, Festival, Michael M. Landers, W. Eric

Library, Militia, Moat, Spy, Thief, Village Martin, Destry Miller, Miikka
Notkola, Molly Sherwin, Sir

) ) ) Shufflesalot, P. Colin Street, Chris

Size Distortion: Cellar, Chapel, Feast, Gardens, Laboratory, West, the 6am Gamers, the

Thief, Village, Witch, Woodcutter, Workshop Cincygamers and the Columbus
Area Boardgaming Society.

Village Square: Bureaucrat, Cellar, Festival, Library, Market,

Remodel, Smithy, Throne Room, Village, Woodcutter mlo
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Talk Outline
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Project Context Game Selection Rationale

Course goals, student demographics and challenges Why Dominion is uniquely suited for mathematical

reasoning development
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Implementation Strategy Learning Outcomes

In-class and out-of-class activities, assessments, and Take-aways and student perceptions
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The Challenge: Math for Non-STEM
Majors

Course Goadls

e Technical Reading
e Logical Reasoning

e Precise written communication

Student Profile

e Non-STEM majors, education majors
* Low tolerance for reading technical material

e Limited interest in "math"”

Prerequisites: none

* Assume no working knowledge of Algebra
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- How to

2 PN | |

Dominion

e Deck-building card game

e Goal: Get Victory points

EeSTdoy oy Treature cards e Each player starts with a basic deck

of 10 cards

e Eachturn
o Draws 5 cards
o Plays an Action
o Buysa card

o Cleans up

1 ' fJ

TREAS

e Card types: Treasure, Action Cards,

Victory Cards

e Build efficient engine

0
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Kingdom Cards

+2 Cards +1 Action

+1 Buy
+Q)

You may trash a Treasure
from your hand. Gaina Discard any number of cards
Treasure to your hand costing for +(1) each.
up to (3) more thanit. Each other player may discard e o T
9 cards, to draw a card. You can't buy this lfyOLl have
any Coppers in play.

Trash a card from your hand.
Gaina card costing up to (2)
more than it.

 ACTION _ 3 ~ ACTION ~ ACTION

~ ACTION

 WATCHTOWER |

S PN ¢ S s

Draw until you have 6 cards in

Trash up to 4 cards from your +1 Action +1 Card

giear When you gain a card, you Gaina card costing up to (4.

The ﬁrsi }tlime you+pllay a Silver |’ +2 Actions ] i aTxgyti)ezietﬁletrhtirs agrl?$ g;%l:r ]
AR or put it onto your deck.

[ =

_ACTION : ~ ACTION ~ ACTION -3 ) ACTION - REACTION 7

~ ACTION
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Trash & card from you!
Gaina e costing WP A«
ore than i +3 Cards
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Why Dominion?

Each other player gains a

Curse. At the start of your

next turn, draw until you
have 8 cards in hand.

When you gain this, trash it
unless you trash an

Action from your hand.

"} ACTION - DURATION - ATTACK

L — —

. llustration: Marcel-André Casasola Merkle © Z(E;Rio Grande Games _

Reading Instructions

Over 500 unique cards

Students cannot memorize or

pattern-match

Interpret language precisely to
understand card effects and

interactions

Immediate Feedback

Critical Thinking

Evaluation of trade-offs

Long-term planning (phases to

the game)
hypothesis testing
Build persistence and flexibility

Reflective thinking
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Dominion: Adapting Through Game
Phcases

§0

Beginning Game:
Engine Building

Focus on acquiring Treasure and
Action Cards

Trash "dead weight" Victory cards

Goal: Create a lean, efficient deck
that can generate significant

resources each turn.

&3

Mid Game: Balancing &
Transition

Balance Action cards, Treasure

cards

Consider adding Victory cards at
the right time

Goal: Maintain momentum while

preparing for the final scoring push.

v

End Game: The Victory
Sprint

End engine building
Only Victory Cards

Goal: Secure the highest number of
Victory Points before the game

ends
o empty three supply piles

o Or empty Province pile.
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Technical Language + Interacting mechanics = mathematical
problem solving

"The Dominion unit made me think critically because there was more than 1right answer. | reread everything before | made

a choice. | caught myself planning ahead based on what cards | had in my hand.

It was a good way to practice our skills of reading, thinking, and decision making and we also had fun while doing it."

—Student reflection excerpt
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Implementation Strategy

Introduction Phase

Read instruction manual
Set up physical game in class

Basic Strategy

Strategic Reasoning Phase

In-class discussion with examples
Written analyses of gameplay decisions

Formative assessment of articulating strategies

Practice Phase

Regular games on app
Differentiated challenge: Al difficulty
Collected reflections

Periodic in-class discussion

Assessment Phase

Evaluation of 3 turns during in-class games with Rubric

In-class Exam


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
Cristina Mullican


Rubric of Gameplay

Dominion Turn Grading Rubric

Student Name:

Category Points | Turn 1 | Turn 2 | Turn 3
Possible
ik N A N

Turn Organization and /1
Clarity
I B

Category Descriptions:

e Following Card Instructions (3 points): Plays cards exactly as written; respects order and op-
tional /mandatory instructions.

Strategic Use of Cards (3 points): Plays cards in a thoughtful sequence to maximize benefits.
Purchase Decision (2 points): Makes a purchase that fits the deck’s current needs and game phase.
Turn Organization and Clarity (1 point): Clearly announces and organizes actions and buys.

Adaptability (1 point): Shows awareness of current game state (e.g., game nearing end, opponent’s
moves).

Quick Grading Guide:
e 9-10 points: Excellent — precise, strategic, and responsive to the board state.
e 7—8 points: Good — mostly correct with minor issues.
e 5—6 points: Adequate — understandable but noticeable mistakes.

e Below 5 points: Needs Improvement — frequent misplays or poor decisions.

Comments:
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Written Assessment: Reading Question

Precision Matters: Students Interpret: Low-states,
The card has multiple effects in a More than summarizing. Track high-rigor.
specific order. choices, understand cause and effect non-traditional but effective

If-Then, Each/some

3. (3 points) Reading a new card

(@) You play the Bookbinder and draw 1 more card and get 1 more
action. Now, suppose the top card of your deck is a Copper. What
happens to the Copper?

(b) Different scenario: You play the Bookbinder and draw 1 more card

and get 1 more action. Now, suppose the top card of your deck is
a Village. What happens to the Village?

(c) Would you rather include Bookbinder in a deck with many Actions
or few? Explain why.

Bookbinder
(Action)

+] Card
+] Action

Reveal the top
card of your deck.
If it is an Action,
discard it.
Otherwise, put it
into your hand.
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Written Assessment: Critical Thinking
Question

Interpret card Strategy in different Justify strategic
mechanics game context: choices:

Read and use card correctly. Simulates real decision-making Clarity and coherence in reasoning
Understand card interactions Sequential multistep thinking

4, (6 points) Strategy with a New Card:
You begin your turn with a hand of the following cards: a Fire Sale, 2

Coppers, and 2 Estates.
Fire Sale (Action)
(@) Suppose itis early in the game.

i. When you play Fire Sale, what will you trash (if anything)? *2 Actions

Explain your decision.
Trash up to 2

ii. Describe step-by-step your turn. cards from your

hand. Gain a
Silver per card
. Do you trash anything when you play Fire Sale? Explain your trashed this way.

choice.

(b) Instead, suppose it is late in the game and the scores are close.

ii. Describe step-by-step your turn.
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Outcomes and Student Responses

Observed Benefits

Improved technical reading

Increased engagement and persistence
Better communication of reasoning
Reduced resistance to precise thinking

67% of student reflections mention that the Dominion unit

improve their reading skills.

"The Dominion Unit worked my brain in ways | never have and |
was having fun!
| looked forward to coming to class to play and collaborate with

new people.”

e Zli= B —

'IIIIIII

Y
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Key Takeaways and Future Directions:

Continue to use and refine Dominion unit in MAS 100: Concepts of Math

e Introductory Phase: make time for modeling game flow

e Practice Phase: reduce weekly quota to 3 games a week on the app

O

E) o =

Technical Reading Logical Reasoning Communication

authentic context for practicing careful low-stakes environments for active narration of strategy while

reading developing decision-making playing the game as well as written
explanation

Questions for Exploration

How can we streamline app use and make student participation easier to verify without clunky systems like screenshots or switching
platforms? It would be worth exploring a partnership with Temple Gates Games to develop an educator-facing integration or Canvas-
compatible tool that makes Dominion more usable in classroom settings. If anyone has the expertise or connections to help move

that forward—I'd love to talk!

Contact: cristinamullican@gmail.com
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Dominion: The Siren and Self-Control

It’s Your Turn! You have the following cards in your hand: 1 Village, 1 Smithy, 1 Market, and
2 Coppers.

You would like to buy a Siren.

Question 1: Suppose you want to gain a Siren to your deck.
How should you play your turn?

Each other player gains
a Curse.

At the start of your next turn,
draw up to 8 cards in hand.

When you gain this, trash it
unless you trash an Action

from your hand. X

) ACTION - DURATION - ATTACK- 7

Al

Question 2: Suppose you play all of your Action cards first.
What happens when you buy the Siren?




Playing Dominion Well: Basics of Strategy and Following Card Instructions

Dominion is a game about building the best deck of cards — one that helps you buy
valuable Victory cards before your opponents do. As you’ve already seen, it’s easy to start
playing but takes practice to play well. This reading is meant to give you a few basic tips to
sharpen your play and make your choices more strategic.

1. Always Read the Card Carefully

e Every card in Dominion has very specific instructions. Following them exactly is a
big part of playing well. Some common tips:

e Do exactly what the card says, no more, no less. If it says "draw 2 cards," you draw 2.
If it says "then you may trash a card from your hand," you have the choice — you
don't have to.

e Pay attention to “may” vs “must.” Some effects are optional (may), others are
required.

e Order matters! If a card tells you to do several things in a row, do them in the listed
order. Sometimes a later instruction depends on what you did earlier.

e Don’tassume you know what a card does after just glancing at it. Reread it even if
you think you know what it says— even experienced players reread cards before
they play them!

2. Basic Strategy Tips

Even though every Dominion game has different card sets, a few key ideas can help in
almost every game:

a) Focus Your Deck

e Avoid buying random cards. The strongest decks often repeat the same few cards
that work well together.

e Thinner is better. If you can trash weak cards (like Coppers and Estates), your strong
cards will come up more often.

e Have a purpose. Ask yourself: “How is this card helping me build toward buying
Provinces?” If it’s not clear, it may not be the right card for your deck.

b) Treasure and Buys Are Key

e You need enough money! Many beginners buy lots of Actions but don’t have enough
Treasure to afford Provinces. Keep your economy strong.

e Extra buys matter. Some cards let you buy more than one card per turn. Combining
money + buys can lead to huge turns that outpace your opponents.

c) TiminglsImportant



4.

e Build first, then score. Early in the game, you should focus on improving your deck. If
you start buying Victory cards too early, your deck gets clogged and weaker.

e Watch the game pace. If someone is close to ending the game, you may need to
switch to buying Victory cards earlier than planned.

. Practical Habits While You Play

Plan your turn before you start playing cards. Think: “What’s the best order to play these
Actions?”

Plan your buy before you start your turn. Think: "What card do | hope to afford this turn?"
Adapt to the board. Every game is different depending on the card set. A winning
strategy one day might lose badly the next if you don't adjust.

Play each turn out loud

Next time you play in class, lay out your cards as you play them and narrate what you
are doing... “I’m playing the Village. First | draw a card and then I’m playing the first of
my two actions...”

Practice by narrating your online games

Dominion Rewards Careful Play

Dominion isn't just about luck. It's about reading carefully, thinking ahead, and making
smart choices with the hand you're dealt. Even one or two small improvements — like
following card instructions precisely and focusing your deck — can make a huge difference

over the course of a game.

When in doubt, slow down, reread your cards, and think for a moment about your overall
plan. That’s the real path to becoming a strong Dominion player.

See the Next page to answer a few questions



You may trash a Treasure
Trash a card from your hand. from your hand. Gaina

: Gaina card costing up to (2, :
Each other player discards i Treasure to your hand costing
down to 3 cards in their hand. L up to (3) more thanit.

Discard
+1 Card

| When another player plays an
any number of cards. Attack card, you may
per card discarded. | reveal this from your hand, to
d be unaffected by it.

ACTION

Suppose that you are playing with this set of Kingdom cards.

1.

Let’s say its your very first turn in the game and that you have 4 copper and 1 estate
in your hand.
a. What cards will be in your hand on your next turn?
b. Preplan this turn and the next.
i. What do you buy this turn? Explain your strategy in a sentence.
ii. What will you buy next turn? Explain your thinking in a sentence.
Now, suppose it is in about the middle of the game. Your opponent has lots of
Militias in their deck. What two cards might help you overcome being forced to
discard down to 3 cards?
Let’s suppose you have quite a few silvers in your deck but because of the militias
played by your opponent, you are having trouble getting enough coins to buy Gold.
What can you do?



Dominion Turn Grading Rubric

Student Name:

Category Points | Turn 1 | Turn 2 | Turn 3
Possible

Following Card Instructions /3

Strategic Use of Cards /3

Purchase Decision /2

Turn Organization and /1

Clarity

Adaptability /1

Total /10

Category Descriptions:

e Following Card Instructions (3 points): Plays cards exactly as written; respects order and op-
tional /mandatory instructions.

e Strategic Use of Cards (3 points): Plays cards in a thoughtful sequence to maximize benefits.
e Purchase Decision (2 points): Makes a purchase that fits the deck’s current needs and game phase.
e Turn Organization and Clarity (1 point): Clearly announces and organizes actions and buys.

e Adaptability (1 point): Shows awareness of current game state (e.g., game nearing end, opponent’s
moves).

Quick Grading Guide:
e 9-10 points: Excellent — precise, strategic, and responsive to the board state.
e 7—8 points: Good — mostly correct with minor issues.
e 5—6 points: Adequate — understandable but noticeable mistakes.

e Below 5 points: Needs Improvement — frequent misplays or poor decisions.

Comments:

e Turn 1:

e Turn 2:

e Turn 3:




MAS 100 Exam 6 Name;

Directions: Read each question carefully. Think strategically. Show your reasoning where asked.
When you are finished, hand in your exam and formula sheet. You may only use your formula sheet
and basic stand-alone calculator. | expect you to take this exam with academic integrity.

1. (6 points) Strategic Sequencing:
You start your turn with the following cards in your hand: Cellar, Market, Silver, Estate, Estate.

The top four cards (face down) in your deck pile from top to bottom are : Estate, Estate, Gold,
Smithy, followed by unknown cards.

(@) Suppose you play Cellar first.
i. Describe step-by-step what happens during your Action phase.

ii. What cards will be in your hand when your Buy phase begins?

(b) Instead, now suppose you play Market first.
i. Describe step-by-step what happens during your Action phase.

ii. What cards will be in your hand when your Buy phase begins?

(c) Which is choice is the better choice? Cellar first or Market First? Explain your reasoning in a
few sentences.



2. (3 points) Buying Decisions:

You have a hand full of treasures: 1 Rope (pictured to the left),
1 silver, and 3 coppers. . There are no action cards in your
deck yet. Which of the following purchases would set you
up best long-term? Circle one option. (Be sure to consider
both cost and number of Buys.)

(@) Silver + Silver

(b) Village + Merchant
() Smithy + Village \ 1 Buy

. | At the start of your next turn,
(d) Festival + Copper ' a

- Explain your reasoning in a few sentences.

3. (3 points) Reading a new card
(@) You play the Bookbinder and draw 1 more card and get 1 more

action. Now, suppose the top card of your deck is a Copper. What
happens to the Copper?

Bookbinder
(Action)
(b) Different scenario: You play the Bookbinder and draw 1 more card
and get 1 more action. Now, suppose the top card of your deck is +1 Card
a Village. What happens to the Village? +1 Action
Reveal the top

card of your deck.
If it is an Action,
discard it.

Otherwise, put it
(c) Would you rather include Bookbinder in a deck with many Actions into your hand.

or few? Explain why.




4. (6 points) Strategy with a New Card:

Fire Sale (Action)
+2 Actions

Trash up to 2 cards
from your hand.
Gain a Silver per
card trashed this

way.

You begin your turn with a hand of the following cards: a Fire Sale, 2 Coppers, and 2 Estates.

(@) Suppose itis early in the game.
i. When you play Fire Sale, what will you trash (if anything)? Explain your decision.

ii. Describe step-by-step your turn.

(b) Instead, suppose it is late in the game and the scores are close.
i. Do you trash anything when you play Fire Sale? Explain your choice.

ii. Describe step-by-step your turn.
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