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What is the Bluebird Math Circle?

● It is a special program 
of the Alliance of 
Indigenous Math 
Circles (AIMC)
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Mission
The mission of the Alliance of Indigenous Math 
Circles (AIMC) is to create mathematical 
opportunities for Indigenous students and to build 
community among math teachers of Indigenous 
students while respecting Indigenous culture. 

Vision

Our vision is to increase by an order 
of magnitude the number of 
Indigenous students who choose to 
pursue post-secondary STEM degrees.
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Indigenous people 
are underrepresented 
in STEM disciplines 
and especially in 
mathematics.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Replace picture with students in AIMC
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Mathematics, like music and poetry, is the 
birthright of every human, and mathematical 
talent is spread uniformly among all people. 

Thus, underrepresentation suggests that 
Indigenous students’ talents remain 

unrealized because of reasons beyond their 
control, and not because of a lack of capacity 
or interest. Moreover, indigenous people will 

bring their unique view point and thus will 
enhance and expand the professions.
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School mathematics hides 
mathematics’ role as a 
cornerstone of human 
civilization, leading to 
student disinterest in the 
subject.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tatiana will send a picture
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Besides opening many doors to STEM and 
other professions, mathematics is the best 

tool for developing logical thinking and 
training analytical abilities. Not studying 
math deprives students of an excellent 

opportunity to build their “mental muscles”.
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Schools serving large 
percentages of indigenous 
students face high turnover 
among math teachers, 
making it difficult for 
students to build the kinds of 
connections with role models 
that sustain students’ 
interests in pursuing 
mathematics.
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Building a community of math teachers’ who 
have a network of connections to peers and 

mathematicians around the country provides 
professional and emotional support. 

Decreasing teacher turnover has a high 
return on investment and supports student 

persistence.
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AIMC addresses these pro
Math Circles 
partners with 
indigenous 

communities to 
uplift the beauty 

and power of 
mathematics

Network of professional 
mathematicians 

facilitates math circle 
demonstrations, math 

festivals, teacher 
workshops

Respected teacher-
leaders from 

indigenous-serving 
schools and 

organizations serve as 
regional coordinators
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AIMC 
Directors 

Regional 
Coordinator
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● Mathematical Association of America (MAA)
● American Mathematical Society (AMS)
● American Indian Science and Engineering Society 

(AISES)

to the 
mathematical 
community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Put logos from the organizations
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500+
80+ 1

AIMC by the numbers annually (pre-pandemic)

K-12 students 
served through 
Math Circles 
educational 
approach

K-12 teachers 
served through 

Math Circle 
workshops in 

schools that served 
Native American 

students.

7th - 12th grade 
FREE 6-day 

summer math 
camp for 

indigenous 
students at 

Navajo 
Preparatory 

School

4 27

Math Circles 
teacher 

professional 
development in 

Santa Fe, 
Oklahoma, Tuba 
City & Las Vegas 

(NM)

Mathematician 
presentations to 

schools in the 
Navajo Nation, 
Hopi and other 

locations.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tatiana will send a number for presentations.
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And then the pandemic started…

We couldn’t go to the communities we’  
serving in person.

Instead, we started an on-line program:
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Bluebird 
Math 
Circle
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Bluebird Math Cir

Launched in March 2021 it is a supportive 
community of teachers, students and their 
families – everyone who cares or is curious 

about mathematics, education and indigenous 
young people’s futures.

Virtual Math Community
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Look us up at    https://aimathcircles.org
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Bluebird Math Cir
Every other Wednesday

Following Monday

Bluebird Math Circle flyer released with fun and 
engaging math activities that are accessible to 

everyone. People are encouraged to play with the 
activities in class and at home.

A live online circle meeting is held to discuss 
and solve the activities.

https://aimathcircles.org/bluebird/

https://aimathcircles.org/bluebird/
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Every 2-page 
issue of the 
newsletter has 
a certain 
structure:
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A quote and a Math Puzzle (or a Math J
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A warm-up activity:
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Main activity (usually consisting of one or two challeng
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Bluebird’s answer to a question posed at a past meeti
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Last but not least part of the newsletter –Fun Fact of the 
Fortnight:
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After the meeting, we 
publish a recap where 

Circle members and friends 
share the ideas they 

developed in the meeting, 
ask questions, and suggest 

future topics.
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The next two slides contain an excerpt fro   
Recap 17 –Sizes of Infinity
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All our newsletter issues and recaps can be found at our w
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Also, our website has a special tab for teachers:
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Come to our live 
meetings. 
Register at

https://aimathcircles.
org/bluebird/

We would like you to 
spread the word about 

AIMC and Bluebird Math 
Circle. We encourage you 
to bring Native American 
students, teachers and 
families to join us for 

engaging math.

We welcome you to join 
our community as 

participants or leaders.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Volunteers needed in BMC help develop future flyer and activities. Volunteer at the summer math camps, math during the morning, need help with STEM or cultural activities. 
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Join AIMC!
We want to partner 

with you. Please fill out 
our Contact Us online 

form at our website: 
www.aimathcircles.org

http://www.aimathcircles.org
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Book featuring 
activities used 
in Math Circles 

at Navajo 
Nation.
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www.aimathcircles.org

THANK 
Contact us at:

http://www.aimathcircles.org
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