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POMSIGMAA Newsletter

Fall-Winter 2007
Greetings from the Executive Board of POMSIGMAA, the Special Interest Group of the Mathematical Association of America for the Philosophy of Mathematics.   If you have items to include in the newsletter – interesting events coming up in the philosophy of mathematics, for instance – please contact the Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager, Bonnie Gold, bgold@monmouth.edu.

Upcoming POMSIGMAA activities
January 2008 joint AMS/MAA meetings in San Diego
POMSIGMAA Business Meeting, Invited Address, and Reception
On Monday, January 7, at 5:45 p.m. POM SIGMAA will have its winter business meeting, featuring an invited address, “How Applied Mathematics Became Pure,” by Penelope Maddy, of the Department of Logic and Philosophy of Science at the University of California Irvine.  A reception will follow.  

Abstract of the talk:  This talk traces the evolution of thinking on how mathematics relates to the world – from the ancients, though the beginnings of mathematized science in Galileo and Newton, to the rise of pure mathematics in during the nineteenth century.  The goal is to better understand the role of mathematics in contemporary science.
Penelope Maddy is a well-known and active philosopher of mathematics.  Her first book, Realism in Mathematics (1990), described an unusual form of platonism in which mathematical objects are located in the physical world.  Her current direction, a naturalist approach to the philosophy of mathematics (Naturalism in Mathematics (1997)), is one that takes science as the standard by which all knowledge is to be judged.  Knowledge of anything, including mathematics, must be justifiable through our best scientific theories, in particular, empirical psychology, linguistics, etc.

POMSIGMAA Contributed Paper Session

POMSIGMAA will hold its sixth contributed paper session on Monday, January 7, 2008, 8:30 a.m. – noon.  The schedule is below; see the web page, http://mathserv.monmouth.edu/coursenotes/gold/PhilOfMathCPS.htm, for abstracts of the talks.
Organized by Kevin Iga, Pepperdine University, and Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University

8:30 - 8:55 a.m.   “Mathematical Rigor in the Classroom”, Laura Mann Schueller, Whitman College 

9:00 - 9:25 a.m.  Mathematics is a Meme(plex), Andrew G. Borden, Converse, TX 

9:30 - 9:55 a.m.  “Are Euclid’s Postulates Really Essences?” Carl E. Behrens, Alexandria, VA 

10:00 - 10:25 a.m.  “The De Continuo of Thomas Bradwardine”, Daniel C. Sloughter, Furman University 

10:30 – 10:55 a.m.   “Ignoring the Obvious in Philosophical Applications of the Gödel Incompleteness theorems”, Jeff Buechner, Rutgers University 

11:00 – 11:25 a.m.  “What Does It Mean for One Problem to Reduce to Another?” James R Henderson, University of Pittsburgh-Titusville 
11:30 – 11:55 a.m.  “Remarks about the notion of EXISTENCE in mathematics”, Ruggero Ferro, Univ Degli Studi di Verona 
The Chair of POMSIGMAA, Martin Flashman, is offering a minicourse at the meeting:  Minicourse #13: Teaching and the Philosophy of Mathematics, organized by Martin E. Flashman, Humboldt State University

Part 1: Sunday, 2:15 p.m.4:15 a.m., Part 2: Tuesday, 1:00 p.m.3:00 p.m.

The goal of this minicourse is to introduce participants to issues in the philosophy of mathematics that can be used to illuminate classroom topics in undergraduate courses at a variety of levels and provide a foundation for organizing an undergraduate course in the philosophy of mathematics for mathematics and philosophy students.  The course will focus primarily on issues related to i) the nature of the objects studied in mathematics

(ontology) and ii) the knowledge of the truth of assertions about these objects (epistemology).  Responses ascribed to many views such as platonism, formalism, intuitionism, constructivism, logicism, structuralism, and empiricism will be outlined. Enrollment limit is 50.

There will be a wiki for the January meetings, jmm08.pbwiki.com.  IF the MAA invites SIGMAAs again to put together a page of activities of interest to the SIGMAA, we will again put together such a wiki page, and will announce it via the electronic discussion group, as well as linking to it from our Activities and Upcoming Events page (http://mathserv.monmouth.edu/coursenotes/gold/POMactivities.html).

 Activities at future meetings

We expect to have an invited speaker at MathFest, July 31-August 2, 2008, in Madison, WI, to be announced.  At the 2009 joint winter meetings in Washington, DC, January 5 – 8, 2009 we are planning a joint panel with HOMSIGMAA, the SIGMAA for the History of Mathematics, “The Intersection of the History and Philosophy of Mathematics.”  Our panelists will be Thomas Drucker, of the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, Kenneth Manders, of the University of Pittsburgh, and Daniel Sloughter, of Furman University.  We also plan to have a contributed paper session there.  At MathFest 2009, Portland OR, August 6 – 8, 2009, we are planning a joint contributed paper session with HOMSIGMAA, “Using the Philosophy of Mathematics and Its History in the Classroom.”
 See the Activities and Upcoming Events page at http://mathserv.monmouth.edu/coursenotes/gold/POMactivities.html for updates.
Other events of interest to the Philosophy of Mathematics Community
December 12 – 15:  The First Joint International Meeting of the AMS and the New Zealand Mathematical Society will take place in Wellington, New Zealand.  The meeting will include a Special Session on the History and Philosophy of Mathematics.  See http://www.mcs.vuw.ac.nz/~mathmeet/amsnzms2007/ for details.
Current Officers of POMSIGMAA:
Chairperson (through 1-09, then 1 year as past-chair) 

Martin Flashman, Humboldt State University, mef2@humboldt.edu
Past-Chair (through 1-08)
Roger Simons, Rhode Island College, rsimons@ric.edu
Program Director (through 1-08, after which he becomes Chair-elect) 

Kevin Iga, Pepperdine University, Kevin.Iga@pepperdine.edu
Secretary (through 1-08) 

Joe Auslander, University of Maryland (retired), jna@math.umd.edu 

Treasurer (through 1-12) 

Thomas Drucker, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, druckert@uww.edu
Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager (through 1-11) 

Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, bgold@monmouth.edu  

Changes that will become effective in January, 2008:

Chair-elect (through 1-09, after which he becomes Chair and Martin Flashman becomes past-chair for a year) Kevin Iga, Kevin.Iga@pepperdine.edu
Program Director: Carl Behrens, Alexandria, VA, CBEHRENS@crs.loc.gov
Secretary: Mike Scudder, MicroTools, Inc., Simsbury, CT, mjscud@charter.net
