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POMSIGMAA Newsletter

Fall-Winter 2008
Greetings from the Executive Board of POMSIGMAA, the Special Interest Group of the Mathematical Association of America for the Philosophy of Mathematics.   If you have items to include in the newsletter – interesting events coming up in the philosophy of mathematics, for instance – please contact the Public Information Officer, Bonnie Gold, bgold@monmouth.edu.

Upcoming POMSIGMAA activities
January 5 – 8, 2009 joint AMS/MAA meetings in Washington, DC
POMSIGMAA Business Meeting, Reception, and HOM-POMSIGMAA Invited Address
On Monday, January 5, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. POM SIGMAA will have its winter business meeting and reception, followed at 6:30 p.m. by an invited address (joint with HOMSIGMAA, the SIGMAA for the History of Mathematics), “The role of the untrue in mathematics,” by Chandler Davis of the University of Toronto.  A reception will follow.  

Abstract of the talk:  We reason with untrue statements in the same way as with true ones, else we would have to do without proofs by contradiction.  This is our habit since antiquity.  Nevertheless the issue assumed different forms in the twentieth century, and I will look into some of them:  the recognition of alternative notions of truth and falsity, and the acknowledgement that a statement may sometimes have the same import if untrue as if true.
Tuesday, January 6, from 10:45 a.m to 12:05 p.m., POMSIGMAA, jointly with HOMSIGMAA, will offer a panel, The Intersection of the History and Philosophy of Mathematics, organized by Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, and Amy Shell-Gellasch, Pacific Lutheran University.  

Description of the panel:  The best work in the philosophy of mathematics is accurately descriptive of mathematics as it is actually done.  This often requires careful examination of the history of mathematics.  On the other hand, the best work in the history of mathematics must include philosophical concerns related to that mathematics.  This panel will discuss several cases of the history of mathematics and the philosophy of mathematics influencing each other.  Panelists are Thomas L. Drucker, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater; Kenneth L. Manders, University of Pittsburgh; and Daniel C. Sloughter, Furman University.

 Activities at future meetings

At MathFest 2009, Portland OR, August 6 – 8, 2009, we are planning a joint contributed paper session with HOMSIGMAA, “The History of Mathematics and its Philosophy, and Their Uses in the Classroom.”
 See the Activities and Upcoming Events page at bluehawk.monmouth.edu/~bgold/PomSigmaa/POMactivities.html for updates.
Other events of interest to the Philosophy of Mathematics Community
June 6 - 8, 2008, the Canadian Society for the History and Philosophy of Mathematics (CSHPM) Annual Meeting will be held conjunction with the Canadian Mathematical Society at Memorial University in St. John's, Newfoundland. 
Proof and Other Dilemmas:  Mathematics and Philosophy, edited by the first two POMSIGMAA chairs, Bonnie Gold and Roger Simons, with chapters by several other POMSIGMAA members and a number of well-known mathematicians and philosophers of mathematics, was published this summer by the MAA.  The chapters summarize a wide range of topics currently being discussed in the philosophy of mathematics.
Current Officers of POMSIGMAA:
Chairperson (through 1-09, then 1 year as past-chair) 

Martin Flashman, Humboldt State University, mef2@humboldt.edu
Chair-Elect (through 1-09, then 2 years as chair)
Kevin Iga, Pepperdine University, Kevin.Iga@pepperdine.edu
Program Director (through 1-10) 

Carl Behrens, Alexandria, VA, CBEHRENS@crs.loc.gov
Secretary (through 1-13) 

Mike Scudder, MicroTools, Inc., Simsbury, CT, mjscud@charter.net 

Treasurer (through 1-12) 

Thomas Drucker, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, druckert@uww.edu 

Public Information Officer (through 1-11) 

Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, bgold@monmouth.edu  
