Minutes for POMSIGMAA Business Meeting of 7 January 2008

     The meeting was called to order at 5:45 PM by Martin Flashman.  The ordinary approval of the minutes had to be omitted in the absence of minutes.  The introduction of officers followed (Flashman, Simons as past chair, Iga as program chair, Auslander as secretary, Drucker as treasurer, and Gold as Webmaster), together with the introduction of the new officers as a result of the last election (Iga as chair elect, Scudder as secretary, and Behrens as program chair).  The Treasurer gave a brief report, in the absence of any recent data, to the effect that the group was solvent.  The Program Chair reported on the upcoming events: MathFest in August 2008 in Madison, where Morris Hirsch will be the speaker (thanks to the efforts of Auslander), and the Joint Meetings in January 2009 in Washington, where there will be a contributed papers session, a speaker, and a joint panel with the History of Mathematics SIGMAA.  He urged those interested in submitting papers to keep the deadline for abstracts for the Joint Meetings in mind.  
     The Bonnie Gold reported that she updated the Web page three or four times a year.  She looks at the Web page of the Canadian Society for History and Philosophy of Mathematics, but she would also welcome news from others.  She will start to put the Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports on the Web as soon as the information becomes available.  Members should have received a physical copy of the Newsletter (mailed last month).  There is the electronic list as well, from which those who so wish can sign off.  She noted the recent discussion of empiricism on the list and indicated the criteria for her rejecting submissions to the list: ad hominem attacks, irrelevance, and vacuousness (messages saying ‘I agree’, for example).  
     There was no old business, and the new business brought to the floor involved revisions to the charter.  Some were made as the result of changes in the MAA’s rules for elections.  The criterion for a quorum will be changed from 1/10 to 1/25 of the membership, partly because it had not been expected that the group would grow so much as it had.  The Webweaver and Newsletter Editor will be called the Public Information Officer.  Under the heading of elections, they will be held in April (the MAA requires either that or October) to give the new officers more time to be able to come to the national meetings.  The winner will be the candidate receiving the most votes, and the group is not allowed simply to declare unopposed candidates the winners.  
     At this point the chair counted hands and declared that a quorum was present.  (A list had also been circulated to provide documentation of that on paper.)  The motion to adopt the changes to the charter was made and seconded.  In the absence of further discussion, the group voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
     In the absence of new business from the floor, there was some discussion of future programs.  Drucker mentioned the experiment of trying to tone down the language discouraging results in mathematical logic from being part of the content for meetings, although again the point is not to encourage talks that belong at meetings of the Association for Symbolic Logic.  There was a suggestion that time for discussing ideas might be helpful, and Gold mentioned the experiment’s having been tried at a MathFest.  There was a sense that one could set aside a specific block of time for discussion, especially if the number of papers did not quite fill up the length of a session.  It was also agreed that such discussion could take place at the meetings, over the Internet, or informally.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 and followed by Prof. Penelope Maddy’s lecture, which was enthusiastically received by an audience that included many besides POMSIGMAA members.
                                                              Respectfully submitted,

                                                                    Thomas Drucker

                                                                    Secretary ad diem

