[image: image1.png]PQ





POMSIGMAA Newsletter

Fall, 2006
Greetings from the Executive Board of POMSIGMAA, the Special Interest Group of the Mathematical Association of America for the Philosophy of Mathematics.  This is our first newsletter, and, with your input, we hope to have newsletters twice a year.  The fall newsletter will be sent out by regular mail as well as electronically; the spring newsletter will only be sent out electronically.  If you have items to include in the newsletter – interesting events coming up in the philosophy of mathematics, for instance – please contact the Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager, Bonnie Gold, bgold@monmouth.edu.

Upcoming POMSIGMAA activities
January 2007 joint AMS/MAA meetings in New Orleans

POMSIGMAA Business Meeting, Invited Address, and Reception
On Saturday, January 6, at 5:45 p.m. POM SIGMAA will have its winter business meeting, featuring an invited address, “Does a proof exist if nobody has read it?” by Klaus Peters, of AK Peters LTD, an independent publisher of mathematics and science books. A reception will follow.  

Abstract of the talk:  In a practical variation of Bishop Berkeley's thesis "Esse est percipi" I will argue that mathematical results are only real when published.  After some philosophical and anecdotal exploration of the statement I will argue from the point of view of a mathematician turned publisher to convince the audience of the necessity to accept this special case of Berkeley's philosophy even if one disagrees philosophically.

POMSIGMAA Contributed Paper Session

POMSIGMAA will hold its fifth contributed paper session on Saturday, January 6, 2007, 8:00 a.m. - noon, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  The schedule is below; see the web page, http://mathserv.monmouth.edu/coursenotes/gold/PhilOfMathCPS.htm, for abstracts of the talks.

Organized by Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, and Charles Hampton, The College of Wooster 

8:00 – 8:35:  “What Place Does Philosophy Have in Teaching Mathematics?” Martin Flashman, Humboldt State University
 8:40 – 9:15:   “Mathematics as Representational Art,” Sam Stueckle, Trevecca Nazarene University 9:20 – 9:55:  “From an analysis of definitions to a view of mathematics,” Ruggero Ferro, University of Verona 

10:00 – 10:35:  “Searle’s Metaphysics of Computation and Alternative Logics: A Surprising Connection,” Jeff Buechner, Rutgers University 

10:40 – 11:15: “Why do we all get the same answers?  Kitcher’s anti-apriorism and the problems of social constructivism,” Carl E. Behrens, Alexandria VA 

11:20 – 11:55:  “In Praise of Cranks: Are You Thinking What I’m Thinking?” Andy D. Martin, University of Kentucky 

1:00 – 1:35:  “Why the Universe MUST be Complicated,” G. Edgar Parker, James S. Sochacki, David C. Carothers, James Madison University 

1:40 – 2:15:  “Catching the Tortoise: A Case Study in the Rules of Mathematical Engagement,” James Henderson, University of Pittsburgh 

2:20 – 2:55:  “The Philosophical Status of Diagrams in Euclidean Geometry,” Nathaniel Miller, University of Northern Colorado 

3:00 – 3:55:  “Representations in Knot Classification,” Kenneth Manders, University of Pittsburgh
Activities at future meetings

We expect to have an invited speaker at Mathfest, August 3 – 5, 2007 in San Jose, CA.  We are excited to announce that our invited speaker at the 2008 joint winter meetings in San Diego, CA, January 6 – 9, 2008 will be Penelope Maddy.  We also plan to have a contributed paper session there.  See the Activities and Upcoming Events page at http://mathserv.monmouth.edu/coursenotes/gold/POMactivities.html for updates.
POMSIGMAA Elections

POMSIGMAA elections will be held in April, 2007, for treasurer (four and a half year term, starting in July), secretary (five year term, starting January, 2008), program director (two year term, starting January, 2008) and chair-elect (one year, starting January 2008, then becomes chair for two years, then past-chair for a year - total 4 years).  This change to our election schedule was caused by the MAA adopting a uniform election procedure for all SIGMAAs, requiring elections either in October (which we felt was too early, as nominations then must be sent to the MAA by early September) or April.  To see the descriptions of duties of these officers, go to our Charter (http://mathserv.monmouth.edu/coursenotes/gold/POMcharter.html) under Article V, Officers and Elections.  (The description of the dates and procedures of elections needs to be updated yet to fit with the changes the MAA has required.) 

To nominate yourself or someone else for these positions, please send an e-mail message to the POMSIGMAA secretary, Joseph Auslander, at jna@math.umd.edu, no later than February 28, 2007.  Include in your e-mail the name of the person being nominated, their institutional affiliation if any (or full address), their e-mail address, brief biographical information (including why qualified for the post), and a brief statement of plans if elected.  (You may also send in nominations by regular mail to Professor Joseph Auslander, University of Maryland, Department of Mathematics, College Park, MD 20742-0001.) 

The election itself will be held April 1 - 30.  The URL of the voting webpage will be sent to POMSIGMAA members electronically via the discussion list, and posted on this page as a link.  Voters will need their member number in order to log in.  Paper ballots will be available, but are by request ONLY. To obtain a paper ballot, the member should contact Hal Nesbitt (hnesbitt@maa.org, or by mail at Mathematical Association of America, 1529 Eighteenth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036–1385) and it will be mailed or faxed out. In order for the paper ballot to be processed with the online votes, it must be received before the close of the election window. 

Current Officers of POMSIGMAA:
Chairperson (through 1-07, then 1 year as past-chair) 

 Roger Simons, Rhode Island College, rsimons@ric.edu
Chair-elect (through 1-07, after which he becomes Chair for 2 years) 

 Martin Flashman, Humboldt State University, mef2@humboldt.edu
Program Director (through 1-08) 

Kevin Iga, Pepperdine University, Kevin.Iga@pepperdine.edu
Secretary (through 1-08) 

Joe Auslander, University of Maryland (retired), jna@math.umd.edu 

Treasurer (through 5-07) 

Chuck Lindsey, Florida Gulf Coast University, clindsey@fgcu.edu 

Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager (through 1-11) 

Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University, bgold@monmouth.edu  

