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POMSIGMAA Newsletter

Spring/Summer, 2007
Greetings from the Executive Board of POMSIGMAA, the Special Interest Group of the Mathematical Association of America for the Philosophy of Mathematics.  This is our second newsletter.  We hope to have newsletters twice a year.  The fall/winter newsletter will be sent out by regular mail as well as electronically; the spring/summer newsletter will only be sent out electronically.  If you have items to include in the newsletter – interesting events coming up in the philosophy of mathematics, for instance – please contact the Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager, Bonnie Gold, bgold@monmouth.edu.

Results of the Spring 2007 POMSIGMAA Elections

We had a massive election this spring, due to the MAA having changed SIGMAA election procedures, which caused us to delay the treasurer election by half a year, and hold other elections half a year earlier than they would have occurred.

The results of the election are: 

Treasurer:  Thomas Drucker.  Since this was a delayed election, his term has already started (this month); it runs through January, 2012.

Chair-elect:  Kevin Iga (term starts January, 2008)

Secretary:  Mike Scudder (term starts January, 2008)

Program Director:  Carl Behrens (term starts January, 2008)

(Continuing officers:  Martin Flashman, Chair until January 2009, then past chair for one year; Bonnie Gold, Newsletter editor/Web-page manager through January 2011)

Upcoming POMSIGMAA activities
MathFest 2007, August 3 – 5, San Jose, CA
The main POMSIGMAA event at MathFest 2007 occurs on Saturday, August 4:

SIGMAA ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF MATHEMATICS
Guest Lecture: The meaning of existence in mathematics

Michael Beeson, San Jose State University
Saturday, August 4, 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
Does the number two exist in the same way that electrons exist, or in a different way? What do we mean when we say, “There exists a number having such-and-such properties”? The talk will examine these questions in the light of twentieth-century science:  Are we in a better position to answer these questions now than our predecessors were in 1907?

A reception follow the lecture,
5:15 pm – 6:15 pm
For more information on other activities that should be of interest to POMSIGMAA members, see the MathFest wiki, http://mathfest.pbwiki.com/.  In particular, at http://mathfest.pbwiki.com/POMSIGMAA+events there is a list of events with philosophy of mathematics content.
Activities at future meetings

At the 2008 AMS/MAA Joint Meeting in San Diego, January 6 - 9, Penelope Maddy, of the Department of Logic and Philosophy of Science of the University of California at Irvine, will give the POMSIGMAA invited address on Monday, January 7, 2008 at approximately 6 p.m. (immediately after the POMSIGMAA business meeting at 5:45) on “How applied mathematics became pure,” in conjunction with our annual business meeting.  A reception will follow. 

Abstract:  This talk traces the evolution of thinking on how mathematics relates to the world -- from the ancients, though the beginnings of mathematized science in Galileo and Newton, to the rise of pure mathematics in during the nineteenth century.  The goal is to better understand the role of mathematics in contemporary science. 

POMSIGMAA is also sponsoring a contributed paper session on the philosophy of mathematics at the meeting on Monday morning, January 7.  Abstracts of proposed talks are due no later than Thursday, September 20, 2007.  (Soon after the abstract deadline, abstracts will be posted on our contributed paper session page.  (You can get to it from our Activities and Upcoming Events page.)
We don’t yet have specific plans for MathFest, 2008, but for the AMS/MAA joint meetings in 2009, we are working on putting together a joint panel with HOMSIGMAA (the SIGMAA for the History of Mathematics), "The Intersection of the History and Philosophy of Mathematics."  And we are planning to submit a proposal for a joint contributed paper session with HOMSIGMAA for MathFest 2009, “Using the Philosophy of Mathematics and Its History in the Classroom.”
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