Annual Report Form – Special Interest Groups of the MAA
Report for Calendar Year 2004
The purpose of this Annual Report is to collect information about the operation and activities of all the SIGMAAs (Special Interest Groups of the MAA) in an effort to establish a record for archival purposes.  This information will be maintained by the MAA Department of Programs and Services and shared, in a variety of forms, with the SIGMAAs, with various MAA administrative units, and with the MAA general membership.  This effort will enable the Department of Programs and Services, along with the MAA Committee on SIGMAAs, to better serve the needs of SIGMAAs and their members as well as provide SIGMAAs an opportunity to share best practices, new ideas, and concerns.

Please respond to the following requests as completely as possible, keeping in mind the objectives of this form mentioned above.  Simply type your response beneath each request in this document, save a copy for your own purposes, and submit the completed form as an e-mail attachment.
This form should be submitted by e-mail to Michael Pearson, Director of Programs and Services, by March 1, 2005.

Basic SIGMAA Identification Information:
NAME OF SIGMAA:  SIGMAA for the Philosophy of Mathematics
NAME AND OFFICE OF INDIVIDUAL COMPLETING THIS FORM:

Roger Simons, Chairperson
DATE OF SUBMISSION:  March 1, 2005
SIGMAA ACRONYM:  SIGMAA-POM
DATE OF APPROVAL OF INITIAL CHARTER:  11-9-2002
URL FOR OFFICIAL SIGMAA WEB PAGE:  http://www.wooster.edu/pom_sigmaa/
Administrative Information:
NAMES AND OFFICES OF CURRENT (2005) SIGMAA OFFICERS:

(as of February 1, 2005):

Roger Simons, Chairperson
Bonnie Gold, Past Chair

Joseph Auslander, Secretary

Charles Lindsey, Treasurer

Satish Bhatnagar, Program Director

Charles Hampton, Newsletter editor-Web Page Manager

SIGMAA Activity during 2004:
EVENTS AT NATIONAL MEETINGS:
(Please provide a list and brief description of activities sponsored by or associated with your SIGMAA at the Winter Mathematics Meetings held in January 2004 or at Math Fest held in August 2004.  If activities were jointly sponsored or supported by another group (e.g., an MAA committee), please note.  Please attach a copy of minutes of your annual business meeting, if available.)
January 2004:  Contributed Paper Session and Business Meeting

Mathfest 2004:  Invited Address by Philip Davis, “The Decline, Fall, and Current Resurgence of Visual Geometry.” 
EVENTS AT SECTION MEETINGS:

(Please describe any known involvement of your SIGMAA at meetings of Sections of the MAA during 2004.  If none, please indicate.)

New Jersey section meeting, lunch discussion tables:  
March 27, 2004, “What is Mathematics?”

November 13, 2004, “The Applicability of Mathematics:  Is it magic?”
EVENTS AT MEETINGS OTHER THAN REGULAR MAA MEETINGS:

(Please describe any activities of your SIGMAA during 2004 at meetings other than national or section MAA meetings.  Include dates and locations.  If none, please indicate.)

none
MEETINGS OF YOUR SIGMAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE/BOARD:
(Please indicate the process by which your SIGMAA officers met and/or did business during 2004, including frequency success of your process.)

We met during the January 2004 joint meetings; otherwise, we correspond via e-mail.  This seems to get things done.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
(Please describe your SIGMAA’s nomination/election process for selecting officers during 2004.  Include dates and an estimate of the level of participation by SIGMAA members.)
None:  the first elections (after the original election of the first officers)(for new Chair-elect, Program Director, and Newsletter editor/Web Page Manager) will be held in November 2005.
ELECTRONIC SIGMAA SERVICES:
(Please describe utilization during 2004 of electronic services, such a e-mailing to the SIGMAA membership, web page development, listserv activity, electronic newsletter, etc.  Comment on the success of such activities or problems encountered.)

We e-mailed the membership prior to Mathfest to inform them of the upcoming talk by Phil Davis.  We are about to start a listserv, but haven’t done so yet.  Of course, about 1/3 of the members don’t have e-mail addresses listed with the MAA, and so didn’t receive the message, and a few (but only about a half dozen) bounced back – and some of those were due to spam filters not accepting messages with such a long “to” list.
The web page has some difficulties:  under most browsers most of the pages linked from the main page (all except the charter) come up on only the left 1/3 of the screen and scroll bars aren’t always present; the list of contributed paper sessions still (after a year of requesting it) hasn’t been posted.

OTHER BENEFITS OF SIGMAA MEMBERSHIP PROVIDED:
(Please describe any services, other than electronic services, provided to your SIGMAA’s membership during 2004.  Examples might be hard copy mailings of welcome letters to new members, a mailed newsletter or journal, etc.)

In late 2004 we sent a postcard to all members informing them of the upcoming events for 2005, and giving them contact information.  We also wrote up a description of the SIGMAA’s activities for Focus.
BUDGET/EXPENSE ISSUES:
(Please describe your SIGMAA’s experience during 2004 relative to expenditures and preparation of a budget for the 2005 year.)

The one big problem was actually in January, 2005, when we found out that we hadn’t been asked technology needs for our invited address and there was no lcd projector, which was essential.  So we had to rent one out of our own pockets on the spot.
SUMMARY FOR 2004:
SUCCESSFUL IDEAS TO SHARE:

(Please list several of the most successful activities (events, services, etc.) of your SIGMAA during 2004 that other SIGMAAs might adopt or emulate.)

Our contributed paper sessions continue to be very popular.  We put a break for discussion and refreshments twice during our session in January 2004, and that worked very well:  there was a lot of discussion during it among members, and many more attended than attended the business meeting.
 ISSUE BIN:

(Please list any issues that arose during 2004 that should be considered by the Department of Programs and Services and/or the Committee on SIGMAAs.  Thank you for your input.)
Our invited address at Mathfest was reasonably well-attended, but not as well attended as we would have liked.  The program unfortunately didn’t include the speaker’s name (a well-known speaker!) or title, much less the abstract of the talk, even though the organizer of the meeting had the speaker name and title by March 20.

And there was the issue of technology needs for our speaker at the joint meetings in January 2005, mentioned above under technology.

