Annual Report Form – Special Interest Groups of the MAA
Report for Calendar Year 2005
The purpose of this Annual Report is to collect information about the operation and activities of all the SIGMAAs (Special Interest Groups of the MAA) in an effort to establish a record for archival purposes.  This information will be maintained by the MAA Department of Programs and Services and shared, in a variety of forms, with the SIGMAAs, with various MAA administrative units, and with the MAA general membership.  This effort will enable the Department of Programs and Services, along with the MAA Committee on SIGMAAs, to better serve the needs of SIGMAAs and their members as well as provide SIGMAAs an opportunity to share best practices, new ideas, and concerns.

Please respond to the following requests as completely as possible, keeping in mind the objectives of this form mentioned above.  Simply type your response beneath each request in this document, save a copy for your own purposes, and submit the completed form as an e-mail attachment.
This form should be submitted by e-mail to Michael Pearson, Director of Programs and Services, by March 1, 2006.

Basic SIGMAA Identification Information:
NAME OF SIGMAA:  SIGMAA for the Philosophy of Mathematics
NAME AND OFFICE OF INDIVIDUAL COMPLETING THIS FORM:  Bonnie Gold, Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager
DATE OF SUBMISSION:  June 2, 2006
SIGMAA ACRONYM:  SIGMAA-POM
DATE OF APPROVAL OF INITIAL CHARTER: 11-9-2002
URL FOR OFFICIAL SIGMAA WEB PAGE:  http://mathserv.monmouth.edu/coursenotes/gold/POMSIGMAAHome.html
Administrative Information:
NAMES AND OFFICES OF CURRENT (2006) SIGMAA OFFICERS:

(as of February 1, 2006):

Chairperson (through 1-07, then 1 year as past-chair)

Roger Simons, Rhode Island College

Chair-elect (through 1-07, after which he becomes Chair for 2 years)

Martin Flashman, Humboldt State University
Program Director (through 1-08)

Kevin Iga, Pepperdine University
Secretary (through 1-08)

Joe Auslander, University of Maryland (retired)

Treasurer (through 1-07)

Chuck Lindsey, Florida Gulf Coast University
Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager (through 1-11)

Bonnie Gold, Monmouth University
SIGMAA Activity during 2005:
EVENTS AT NATIONAL MEETINGS:
(Please provide a list and brief description of activities sponsored by or associated with your SIGMAA at the Winter Mathematics Meetings held in January 2005 or at Math Fest held in August 2005.  If activities were jointly sponsored or supported by another group (e.g., an MAA committee), please note.  Please attach a copy of minutes of your annual business meeting, if available.)
January, 2005 joint meetings:  Business meeting, guest lecture, and reception.  Guest lecturer:  Jonathan Borwein, Dalhousie University, “Philosophical Implications of Experimental Mathematics.”  Also, we organized a contributed paper session, “Philosophy of Mathematics.”
Mathfest 2005:  Guest lecture and reception, Reuben Hersh, “Subversive essays on the nature of mathematics.”
EVENTS AT SECTION MEETINGS:

(Please describe any known involvement of your SIGMAA at meetings of Sections of the MAA during 2005.  If none, please indicate.)

New Jersey MAA section meeting, November 6, Philosophy of Mathematics lunch discussion table, led by Bonnie Gold
EVENTS AT MEETINGS OTHER THAN REGULAR MAA MEETINGS:

(Please describe any activities of your SIGMAA during 2005 at meetings other than national or section MAA meetings.  Include dates and locations.  If none, please indicate.)

Just the listserv, see below.
MEETINGS OF YOUR SIGMAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE/BOARD:
(Please indicate the process by which your SIGMAA officers met and/or did business during 2005, including frequency success of your process.)

We didn’t meet physically in 2005, but discussed things as they came up electronically.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
(Please describe your SIGMAA’s nomination/election process for selecting officers during 2005.  Include dates and an estimate of the level of participation by SIGMAA members.)
We had an election in November, 2005, as required by our charter, for Chair-elect, Program Director, and Newsletter Editor/Web Page Manager.  
The call for nominations was sent out on the listserv on October 4, with a deadline for nominations of October 31.  (We also sent out a postcard earlier in the fall alerting members to the upcoming elections and telling all those who wanted to nominate and vote by regular mail that they must notify the secretary in advance of the election, as the charter specifies.)
There were two nominations for chair-elect:  Martin Flashman and Richard Kirby.  The other two positions each only had one nominee (Kevin Iga for program director, and Bonnie Gold for newsletter editor/web page manager).
Ballots sent out (on the listserv) 11-25-05, ballot deadline December 7, 2005.

45 members cast ballots.

ELECTRONIC SIGMAA SERVICES:
(Please describe utilization during 2005 of electronic services, such a e-mailing to the SIGMAA membership, web page development, listserv activity, electronic newsletter, etc.  Comment on the success of such activities or problems encountered.)

We keep the web page (url above) up-to-date, and began an electronic discussion group, which was very active when first started in March, 2005, but has had little activity so far in 2006.
OTHER BENEFITS OF SIGMAA MEMBERSHIP PROVIDED:
(Please describe any services, other than electronic services, provided to your SIGMAA’s membership during 2005.  Examples might be hard copy mailings of welcome letters to new members, a mailed newsletter or journal, etc.)

None
BUDGET/EXPENSE ISSUES:
(Please describe your SIGMAA’s experience during 2005 relative to expenditures and preparation of a budget for the 2006 year.)

We have cut back on how much food we’ve been ordering for our receptions at the winter and summer meetings, because we don’t have that many people attending – at first we didn’t know how much to order.  However, we have started inviting speakers who are primarily philosophers, and we need to pay at least some of their expenses when we do.  Because our budget requests need to go in before we have invited our speakers, it is hard to estimate how much we will need.  On the current budget request for 2007, we have requested more for speakers for the summer meeting than the winter one.  This is probably reasonable, as it looks like we’ll have mathematicians speaking, but we hope the MAA is flexible about this.  When the meeting is near a place that there is a significant philosopher of mathematics, we’re likely to invite such a person and pay both honorarium and expenses, whereas otherwise we’re likely to invite mathematicians who were already planning to attend the meeting.
SUMMARY FOR 2005:
SUCCESSFUL IDEAS TO SHARE:

(Please list several of the most successful activities (events, services, etc.) of your SIGMAA during 2005 that other SIGMAAs might adopt or emulate.)

The electronic discussion group has been well-received in general, although a substantial number of members wanted to be removed – whether all should automatically be subscribed initially is certainly something other SIGMAAs should think about.  For us, having discussion periods at our contributed paper sessions has gone very well, but that may well be more in the nature of philosophy of mathematics and not worth adoption by other SIGMAAs.
 ISSUE BIN:

(Please list any issues that arose during 2005 that should be considered by the Department of Programs and Services and/or the Committee on SIGMAAs.  Thank you for your input.)
At the January 2005 meeting, we had never been asked whether we needed anything beyond a transparency projector for our invited speaker.  We DID – we needed a data projector.  We ended up having to rent one at the last minute at the meeting so that the talk could happen.

