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I'rees and power: lines; just weren't
meant to be together.




T'he Alabama Power: Company made a
decision: to cut the trees to the ground
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ILitigation Summanry
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How does one justity a tree?

Software calculates value of trees to cities

BY MATT KASPER
Star Staff Writer

JACKSONVILLE — How
much is the air you breathe
worth? What is the value of the
broad pecan tree stretchm g from
the earth?

It’s not priceless anymore.

‘In fact, Jacksonville resi- :

dent Scott W. Beckett, who also.
serves as an instructor in the &8
learning services department at &

Jacksonville State Umversrty,
thinks pricing nature is a new
way of understandmg the value
of the land.

“He’s not alone in his r&lanéé
on a software program devel-
oped;by the Center for Urban

h which calcu-
the monetary value to cities
of trees and other vegetation.

But his newfangled
cation of the technology
“Jacksonville’s tree controversy
might raise a few eyebrows.
Beckett doesn’t seem to have a
problem with that — if i
to the eventual nodding of a few
heads.

“This is cor

The replacement value over

* the trees’ lifetime would return
as much as $18,327 according
to the calculations, which don’t .

account for inflation.
The great thing about the soft-

ware program, Beckett said, is |
that anyone can access it on the
forestry Web site and get a full

people’s property Another 1dea

would be to panner with JSU,

he said.
If knowledge is power, it
also is wisdom when applied to

With a “newfangled application of
, of course.

technology”

Bill WlsonIThe Anniston Star
Scott Beckett discusses the monetary value of trees at his home in Jacksonville.

the value of resources, Beckett

says.
““Cities as a whole can know

the dollars and cents. (trees) pro—

vide.”
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i-I'ree Streets

1-Tree Streets focuses on the ecosystem
services and structure of a municipality’s street
tree population. It makes use of a sample or
complete inventory to quantify and put a
dollar value on the trees’ annual environmental
and aesthetic benefits, including energy
conservation, air quality improvement, carbon
dioxide reduction, stormwater control, and
property value increases.




Analysis for Jacksonville Trees
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I=1'rce Species;Selector

i-Tree Species Selector 1s a free-standing utility
designed to help urban foresters select

the most appropriate tree species based on
environmental function and geographic area.




i-Tree Vue

i-Tree Vue (Beta) allows the use of freely
available national land cover data maps to assess
a community’s land cover, including tree canopy,

and some of the ecosystem services provided by
the current urban forest. The effects of planting
scenarios on future benefits can also be modeled.




i-Iree Storm

i-Tree Storm helps assess widespread
community damage 1n a sismple, credible,

and efficient manner immediately after a severe
storm. It 1s adaptable to various community
types and sizes and provides information on the
time and funds needed to mitigate storm
damage.




Measuring 1'rees
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How to position yourself to measure the crown.




Measuring 1'rees
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ILitigation, continued

s Ao uRA il deiermimed thatsAdabama
Power coulditrmbutnot remoyve thetrees.

x ARECappealeds

x Beloreayudgcicouldirucion therappealiiARE
dropped thcHMeiTon WItHC CXPlanation that
Al oyer
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Ripple Lfiects
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T'rees were replanted in
JacksonvallessivinlliVillaoe




ILocals pitched in to help

RRRERR




And we all lived happily ever: atter
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