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The study examines the relationship between heuristic literacy and mathematical reasoning of 37 Israeli 8th graders. Qualitative assessments of students' heuristic literacy was done using individual thinking-aloud interviews before, in the middle and after a 5-month experiment. A measure of the mathematical reasoning was derived from the SAT-M. These data were quantitatively coordinated and involved in testing the following a priori hypothesis: Promoting heuristic literacy in a middle school classroom have a
positive effect on the mathematical reasoning of the students. In particular, students relatively "weak" with respect to SAT-M scores receive the greatest benefits. This hypothesis was not rejected.
