A case of distributed cognition (or, many heads make light work) -

            Modeling the cognitive processes of a cooperative group

Colleen Megowan 
Arizona State University
CKOZUMPLIK@aol.com 
A case of distributed cognition (or, many  heads make light work) - Modeling
the cognitive processes of a cooperative  group  number of studies have sought to  identify cognitive models for student interactions that occur in the context of  collaborative learning activities. I will briefly discuss theories of  cognition and locate Conceptual Blending Theory within the prevailing views of  how knowledge is structured and used, highlighting the importance of  mathematical tools (i.e., sphere, straight edge,
protractor), and inscriptions  (drawings, diagrams, written representations), and the relationship of semantic  form and meaning (language) to the concept development process. I will use a case study to illustrate how Conceptual Blending takes place in the small group discourse that is characteristic of cooperative groups.
