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We report on algebra teachers’ proof schemes and the developmental processes that teachers undergo in transitioning between proof schemes.  We found that the teaching action of raising skepticism as to whether an assertion is true beyond the cases evaluated have limited effect, and so is the teaching action of showing the limitations inherent in the use of examples through situations where an assertion is true for a large number of case but untrue for others.  Also, as teachers’ appreciation for deductive proofs increases, empirical proofs are increasingly rejected and with it come a rejection of proof by exhaustion.  

