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We will describe the evolution of the classroom culture in a mathematics class for prospective elementary teachers designed to foster mathematical sophistication. Specifically, we will discuss how the instructor and the students negotiated non-traditional social and sociomathematical norms for the class through an analysis of instructor talk and through the evolving meanings that student informants ascribed to the classroom events. Finally, we document changes in students’ mathematical sophistication during the course of a semester, and illuminate the reflexive relationship between their interpretations of classroom norms and their mathematical sophistication.
