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This study observes the proving practices which lead students to write a successful proof and the issues which may hamper the student's ability to successfully write a proof within the context of proof writing in an advanced calculus course.  Three students were given several statements to prove.  Their success in proving hinged in part on their ability to view the statement in terms of the definitions as well as to use proof by contradiction, a strategy often employed in this domain. These two types of strategic knowledge were essential to successfully producing a proof.  Students who focused on understanding the meaning of the statement were not successful.

