Comparing guided discovery to traditional teaching
Kenneth P. Bogart
Kenneth.P.Bogart@dartmouth.edu
Jane Korey

Jane.Korey@dartmouth.edu
Dartmouth College
We undertook a guided discovery teaching experiment at multiple institutions. We observed that students learn as well or better in a guided discovery course as in a standard format, that some segments of the student population are better-served by guided discovery and others perhaps by lecture, that guided discovery changes the student-instructor and student-course gender dynamic, and that the standard protocol of assigning mixed ability groups is likely to be ineffective when teaching for deep understanding and students' self-identification as mathematically capable. We report on aspects of our implementation that received almost unanimous approval or disapproval from the students.

