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We present a dilemma we encountered in an ongoing study with mathematics teachers.  The study utilizes a semi-structured thinking-aloud interview methodology.  The underlying assumption of such a methodology is that it is possible to instruct interviewees to verbalize their inner speech while solving a problem so that their verbal reports can provide valid data.  However, validity of and comparability among verbal reports depends largely on the nature of the interactions between the interviewee and interviewer.   We offer a typology of interviewer-interviewee interactions together with an instrument aimed at enabling the researcher to more reliably compare fragments from different semi-structured interviews.

