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The purpose of this research is to establish a living model of student mathematical activity by documenting how the classroom, in collaboration with the teacher formed a community of practice.  This semester long study focuses on a mathematical structures course in which students are introduced to the formalism required to succeed in upper level mathematics courses.  The norms of participation that were jointly established by the teacher and the class greatly influenced the emergence of this classroom community of practice.  The teacher helped guide these norms that helped the students further their mathematical understanding.

