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In this study I consider several theorems or claims and examine different kinds of proofs for these claims using the lens of the communicational framework. The different kinds of proofs are drawn from the work of Euclid, from a modern mathematics textbook, and from proofs provided by university students. In the analysis of the different discourses that are used in these proofs, I consider four dimensions along which, according to Sfard, literate mathematical discourses can be distinguished from other types of communication (1) the mathematical vocabulary (2) the mathematical visual mediators (3) specific discursive routines, and (4) endorsed narratives. The analysis provides an insight into the students’ cognitive obstacles to creating a proof. 

