How prepared do students think they are for Calculus?
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We administered pre-post tests to Pre-Calculus and Calculus students, which covered graphical interpretation, algebraic manipulation, trig, rate, polynomial and rational functions. In addition, we asked students to score (from 1-7) how confident they were in their answer for each item. We use this and their actual score to create a ‘realism score’ of their work, which measures how well their overall confidence that they are correct matches their actual test scores. PreCalculus students were more realistic than Calculus students but both groups were overly realistic. We highlight content areas of significant concern.
