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Abstract
The growing emphasis on student-centered instruction has generated a va-
riety of instructional forms. The presence of alternate pedagogies does not
always indicate quality instruction or guarantee quality student involvement.
Ascertaining this requires deeper questions about the nature and extent of
both instructional tasks and student contributions to the discourse.
Previously, I used a framework developed by Belnap and Withers, to de-
termine a conversations composition, the nature and extent of participants
contributions, and key discussion characteristics in the context of a profes-
sional development program (Belnap & Withers, 2010; Belnap, 2010).
This study represents an attempt to adapt this framework to classroom dis-
cussions to answer these questions: How are learners contributing to the
discussion? What is the nature of those contributions? What role are they
playing in the discussion? and What significance and impact do their con-
tributions have on the developing content?


