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Abstract: I propose the use of systemic functional linguistics (SFL) as a tool to better understand 
how mathematical ideas are conveyed through multiple semiotic resources. To demonstrate the 
tools that SFL offers, mathematical symbols and written language in college beginning algebra 
textbooks will be examined. I argue that using SFL to research how mathematical content is 
communicated to undergraduate students can expose important nuances that may otherwise go 
unnoticed. 
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